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The foreign trade sector is considered one of the vital sectors in both advanced and developing 

economies due to its central role in maximizing the use of available economic resources, 

providing essential production inputs, facilitating capital flows, and strengthening integration 

into the global economy. 

During the period (2022–2025), Libya’s foreign trade sector experienced noticeable fluctuations 

as a result of a combination of domestic and external factors. Domestically, the sector’s 

performance was directly affected by political instability, which negatively impacted on the 

production and export of crude oil, the country’s main source of public revenue. Repeated 

disruptions in oil production and exports weakened export flows and consequently affected the 

overall movement of foreign trade. 

Externally, Libya was also influenced by global economic developments, particularly disruptions 

in international supply chains and fluctuations in commodity prices. These factors, in turn, 

affected the volume and value of trade exchange with countries around the world. 

The following is an analysis of the main indicators of Libya’s foreign trade during the period 

2022–2025: 

First: Trade Volume 

The total trade volume (exports + imports) between Libya and the rest of the world recorded 

moderate growth of approximately 4.8% during the period (2022–2025), which is considered 

relatively limited growth. This increase was mainly driven by higher merchandise imports, which 

recorded an average growth rate of 12.1%, while exports grew only marginally at an average rate 

of 0.5%, reflecting an imbalance in the structure of foreign trade. 

To measure the importance of foreign trade within the national economy, the ratio of total foreign 

trade volume (exports + imports) to Gross Domestic Product (GDP) is used, commonly referred 

to as the degree of trade openness. Data for this indicator show that the Libyan economy 

remained highly exposed to the global economy, with the ratio reaching 73.0% in 2022, before 

gradually declining to 71.0% in 2023 and 64.0% in 2024, then rising again to 69.0% in 2025. 



This relatively high level of openness reflects the continued vulnerability of the national economy 

to external fluctuations and global factors, particularly considering its relative dependence on 

imports and the weak growth in exports. 
 

Foreign Trade Volume 

During the Period (2022–2025) 

“Million USD”                    

0202 0202 0202 0200 Item 

 32,573.8  31,821.3 35,746.6 40,228.8 Exports 

 28,360.6  25,269.6 23,260.8 19,923.0 Imports 

 4,213.2  6,551.7 12,485.8 20,305.7 Trade Balance 

 60,934.4  57,090.8 59,007.3 60,151.8 Total Foreign Trade Volume 

88,670.0 89,837.9 83,426.0 81,979.2 Gross Domestic Product (GDP) 

69% 64% 71% 73% Degree of Trade Openness (%) 

                 Source: International Trade Statistics for Business Development (Trade Map).     
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First: Exports 

The Libyan economy relies heavily on a single natural resource, namely oil, which represents the 

main source of national income. Oil exports account for more than 94.0% of total exports, making 

the country highly vulnerable to fluctuations in global markets, particularly in terms of prices and 

demand. 

This high level of dependence exposes the national economy to recurring risks and shocks, 

whether resulting from sudden changes in global oil prices or from disruptions in domestic 

production and export levels. As a result, the Libyan economy remains vulnerable to cyclical 

fluctuations that directly affect public revenues, economic stability, and growth prospects. 
 

Geographical Distribution of Exports 

Data on the geographical distribution of Libyan exports, as shown in the table below, highlight 

the significant relative importance of the countries of the European Union as Libya’s main trading 

partner on the export side. During the study period, EU countries accounted for an average of 

approximately 69.4% of Libya’s total exports, reflecting a high degree of geographical 

concentration in Libyan exports. 
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This concentration is mainly attributed to the structural nature of European Union economies, 

particularly those within the Eurozone, which rely heavily on crude oil imports as a key input for 

industrial activities and energy production. 

In contrast, Asian countries ranked second in terms of absorbing Libyan exports, with 

approximately 11.9% of total exports during the same period. This indicates the limited 

geographical diversification of Libya’s export markets compared to the European Union. 
 

Distribution of Libyan Exports by Country Groups 

During the Period (2022–2025) 

“Million USD”                   

0202 0202 2022 2020 Country Groups 

23,266.4 22,482.4 24,860.0 26,610.6 European Union Countries 

2,162.6 2,017.3 2,282.0 2,273.2 Arab League Countries 

2,775.1 2,655.6 4,926.3 6,752.2 Asian Countries 

2,788.6 2,999.7 1,894.9 1,925.2 Other European Countries 

2.6 7.3 12.5 35.9 African Countries 

1,400.4 1,498.2 1,577.0 2,245.9 North, Central, and South American Countries 

178.1 160.9 194.0 385.8 Australia and New Zealand 

32,573.8 31,821.3 35,746.6 40,228.8 Total 

    Source: International Trade Statistics for Business Development (Trade Map).   

 



 

 

Exports by Major Destination Countries 

A review of the tables below, which present the value of exports by the main importing countries 

of Libyan products, clearly shows that Italy is the largest importer of Libyan exports. During the 

period from 2022 to 2025, exports directed to Italy accounted for an average of approximately 

23% of Libya’s total exports, reflecting the significant economic importance of trade relations 

between Libya and Italy. For example, the value of Libyan exports to Italy reached approximately 

USD 6,746.9 million in 2025. 

In addition to Italy, several other countries ranked among Libya’s major importers, including 

Germany, Spain, the United Kingdom, France, and Greece. These countries are all considered 

major consumers of Libyan exports, which are predominantly oil-based. 

It is worth noting that crude oil represents the overwhelming majority of exports directed to these 

markets, highlighting the extent to which the Libyan economy depends on oil exports as a 

fundamental pillar of its external trade relations. 
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To provide a clearer picture of these figures, the table below presents the distribution of Libyan 

export values by each of the aforementioned countries, shedding light on the geographical 

distribution of these exports. 
 

Value of Exports by Major Destination Countries 

During the Period (2022–2025) 
“Million USD”                               

0202 0202 0202 0200 Countries exported to 

6,746.9 6,902.6 7,963.8 10,500.6 Italy 

5,865.8 4,749.3 5,323.4 3,806.9 Germany 

2,693.2 2,546.8 3,084.1 3,953.8 Spain 

2,521.5 2,808.5 1,589.6 1,608.5 United Kingdom 

2,463.6 2,239.7 2,638.9 2,230.1 France 

2,018.5 2,621.4 2,195.9 2,545.8 Greece 

1,414.4 979.8 1,269.8 1,838.5 Netherlands 

1,397.8 1,492.2 1,568.6 2,245.8 United States of America 

796.4 1,160.9 2,201.3 2,933.4 China 

680.0 689.7 1,160.6 770.3 Austria 

521.3 598.9 1,366.1 1,945.1 Thailand 

384.6 555.8 538.0 767.0 Türkiye 

217.4 136.4 58.0 36.9 Malaysia 

20.3 34.0 219.0 373.4 Singapore 

4,832.1 4,305.1 4,569.4 4,672.7 Other Countries 

32,573.8 31,821.3 35,746.6 40,228.8 Total 

        Source: International Trade Statistics for Business Development (Trade Map). 
 



 

Relative Importance of Libyan Exports by Major Destination Countries 

During the Period (2022–2025) 
        ”Percentages”   

2022 2022 2022 0200 Destination Countries 

21% 22% 22% 26% Italy 

18% 15% 15% 9% Germany 

8% 8% 9% 10% Spain 

8% 9% 4% 4% United Kingdom 

8% 7% 7% 6% France 

6% 8% 6% 6% Greece 

4% 3% 4% 5% Netherlands 

4% 5% 4% 6% United States of America 

2% 4% 6% 7% China 

2% 2% 3% 2% Austria 

2% 2% 4% 5% Thailand 

1% 2% 2% 2% Türkiye 

1% 0% 0% 0% Malaysia 

0% 0% 1% 1% Singapore 

15% 14% 13% 12% Other Countries 
Source: International Trade Statistics for Business Development (Trade Map). 
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Commodity Composition of Exports 

Data relating to the commodity composition of national exports, as shown in the table below, 

reveal the dominance of mineral fuels, petroleum products, and related products within the 

structure of Libyan exports during the period (2022–2025). This category accounted for 

approximately 94% of total exports, reflecting the weak diversification of the export base and the 

limited contribution of non-oil sectors to economic activity. 

This high concentration results in heavy dependence on the oil sector, making the Libyan 

economy more vulnerable to fluctuations in domestic production and global oil prices, along with 

their direct impact on public revenues and economic stability. 

In contrast, the contribution of other export commodities did not exceed approximately 6% of 

total exports. These mainly consisted of precious metals and related products, such as gold, in 

addition to some base metals such as scrap metal, further confirming the limited commodity 

diversification of Libyan exports. 

Value of Exports Classified by Commodity Sections 

During the Period (2022–2025) 
“Million USD” 

2022 0202 0202 0200 Commodity Categories 

30,704.8 29,823.3 33,821.0 38,155.8 Mineral Products, Mainly Crude Oil 

779.8 737.8 802.4 747.8 
Natural or Cultured Pearls, Precious or 
Semi-Precious Stones, Precious Metals 
and Articles Thereof 

720.0 778.5 814.2 844.1 Base Metals and Articles Thereof 

251.8 386.7 212.0 322.5 
Products of the Chemical and Related 
Industries 

28.7 26.0 17.0 10.2 Products of the Vegetable Kingdom 

28.2 16.5 10.6 12.7 
Wood Pulp, Cellulosic Material, 
Paperboard and Wastepaper 

24.3 18.1 40.1 42.8 Live Animals and Animal Products 

8.5 4.7 2.2 1.3 
Plastics and Articles Thereof; Rubber and 
Articles Thereof 

7.2 9.7 10.1 15.1 
Machinery, Electrical Equipment, and 
Audio/Radio Recording Devices 



4.4 2.3 3.2 1.7 
Prepared Foodstuffs, Beverages, Vinegar, 
and Tobacco 

4.3 6.2 4.0 5.0 Miscellaneous Goods and Products 

3.5 0.2 0.8 0.6 
Articles of Stone, Plaster, Cement, Mica, 
Ceramics, and Glass 

2.3 2.0 1.9 1.9 Textiles and Textile Articles 

1.9 6.3 2.2 0.5 
Animal or Vegetable Fats and Oils and 
Their Derivatives 

1.6 1.5 1.6 62.6 Transport Equipment 

1.0 1.1 1.9 2.8 Raw Hides, Skins, and Leather 

0.6 0.4 1.2 1.3 
Optical, Photographic, Cinematographic, 
Measuring, and Medical Instruments 

0.1 0.0 0.1 0.1 
Wood and Articles of Wood; Charcoal; 
Cork and Articles Thereof; Basket ware 

0.0 0.0 0.1 0.0 
Footwear, Headgear, Umbrellas, Walking 
Sticks, and Riding Whips 

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 
Arms and Ammunition; Parts and 
Accessories Thereof 

32,573.8 31,821.3 35,746.6 40,228.8 Total 

     Source: International Trade Statistics for Business Development (Trade Map).  
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(Oil Exports and Other Exports) Classification of Libyan Exports 

 During the Period (2022–2025) 

“Million USD”    

Total Exports Other Exports* Oil Exports Years 

40,228.8 2,073.0 38,155.8 2022 

35,746.6 1,925.6 33,821.0 2023 

31,821.3 1,998.0 29,823.3 2024 

32,573.8 1,869.0 30,704.8 2025 

* Other exports consist mainly of precious metals and base metals.  

Second: Imports 

The domestic market relies heavily on imports to meet the needs of both economic sectors and 

individuals, with dependence on external markets exceeding 85%. These imports include 

consumer goods, capital goods such as machinery and equipment, as well as raw materials and 

intermediate goods necessary for the production process. This reflects the fragility of the 

domestic production base and the high degree of exposure to external markets, along with the 

associated risks related to price fluctuations and disruptions in global supply chains. 
 

Geographical Distribution of Imports 

Asian countries are considered Libya’s largest trading partner in terms of imports, accounting for 

approximately 34% of total imports during the period (2022–2025). They also ranked first 

among the countries exporting to the Libyan market. This reflects the growing role of Asian 

markets as a major source for meeting the needs of the domestic economy across various goods 

and commodities. 

European Union countries ranked second, accounting for an average share of approximately 32% 

of total imports during the same period. This significant volume of trade with EU countries is 

largely attributed to geographical proximity, which helps reduce transportation costs and 

facilitates trade flows, particularly with Eurozone countries. 



In contrast, the remaining share of imports was distributed among Arab League countries and 

some non-EU European countries. The data also show limited trade exchange with African 

countries, as well as Australia and New Zealand, reflecting weak geographical diversification in 

the sources of imports. 

Distribution of Libyan Imports by Country Groups 

During the Period (2022–2025) 

“Million USD” 

0202 0202 0202 0200 Groups of countries 

8,292.2 7,667.5 7,317.0 8,037.6 European Union Countries 

8,739.6 7,186.7 5,222.5 3,942.5 Arab League Countries 

9,049.3 8,063.2 8,852.2 6,359.7 Asian Countries 

683.0 672.5 536.5 585.0 Other European Countries 

16.2 33.1 16.8 16.2 African Countries 

1,509.3 1,541.5 1,251.8 895.0 North, Central, and South American Countries 

71.0 105.0 63.9 87.0 Australia and New Zealand 

28,360.6 25,269.6 23,260.8 19,923.0 Total 

  Source: International Trade Statistics for Business Development (Trade Map). 
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Imports by Major Supplying Countries 

A review of the data presented in the table on import values by country shows that the United 

Arab Emirates, China, Türkiye, Egypt, Italy, and Cyprus ranked among the most important 

exporting countries to Libya. Together, these countries accounted for approximately 60% of the 

total value of Libyan imports during the period (2022–2025), reflecting a high degree of 

geographical concentration in import sources. 

The United Arab Emirates ranked as Libya’s leading trading partner in terms of imports, with the 

value of Libyan imports from the UAE reaching approximately USD 5 billion in 2025, representing 

around 17% of total imports. 

China ranked second, with imports valued at approximately USD 4 billion, accounting for nearly 

14% of total imports, while Türkiye came third, recording imports valued at approximately USD 

3.2 billion, equivalent to 11% of total imports. 

The following table presents a detailed breakdown of Libya’s major supplier countries during the 

period (2022–2025), including annual import values and their relative shares in total imports. 
 

Value of Imports by Major Supplying Countries 

During the Period (2022–2025) 
“Million USD” 

2022 2022 2022 2020 Country of Origin 

4,953.6 3,962.8 1,836.1 1,366.5 United Arab Emirates 

4,045.9 3,587.5 3,917.4 2,373.3 China 

3,155.1 2,799.8 3,257.3 2,841.1 Türkiye 

2,438.6 1,950.9 1,839.9 1,214.9 Egypt 

2,178.1 2,467.9 1,839.6 2,287.6 Italy 

1,547.0 851.5 775.3 133.0 Cyprus 

893.7 1,187.2 1,708.1 1,946.1 Greece 

885.8 651.3 615.6 557.5 Germany 

788.8 790.4 855.4 793.6 Tunisia 

756.6 463.9 355.7 365.1 Netherlands 

731.9 567.2 446.3 291.0 United States of America 



499.7 319.4 321.6 229.7 France 

455.1 451.8 572.2 366.9 South Korea 

372.1 349.4 320.7 429.4 Spain 

212.7 276.7 106.9 254.5 Ukraine 

78.0 31.4 23.7 37.0 Malta 

4,367.9 4,560.4 4,468.9 4,435.9 Other Countries 

28,360.6 25,269.6 23,260.8 19,923.0 Total 

                                 Source: International Trade Statistics for Business Development (Trade Map). 
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Relative Importance of Imports by Major Supplying Countries 

During the Period (2022–2025) 

“Percentages”   

2025 2024 2023 2022 Country of Origin 

17% 16% 8% 7% United Arab Emirates 

14% 14% 17% 12% China 

11% 11% 14% 14% Türkiye 

9% 8% 8% 6% Egypt 

8% 10% 8% 11% Italy 

5% 3% 3% 1% Cyprus 

3% 5% 7% 10% Greece 

3% 3% 3% 3% Germany 

3% 3% 4% 4% Tunisia 

3% 2% 2% 2% Netherlands 

3% 2% 2% 1% United States of America 

2% 1% 1% 1% France 

2% 2% 2% 2% South Korea 

1% 1% 1% 2% Spain 

1% 1% 0% 1% Ukraine 

0% 0% 0% 0% Malta 

15% 18% 19% 22% Other Countries 
           Source: International Trade Statistics for Business Development (Trade Map).   

 

Commodity Composition of Imports 

The data indicate that Libya’s imports of machinery, electrical equipment, recording, broadcasting 

and sound devices, mineral products, as well as prepared foodstuffs, beverages, vinegar, and 

tobacco ranked first among total merchandise imports during the period (2022–2025). 

Together, these commodity groups accounted for an average of approximately 51% of total 

imports, reflecting a high level of dependence on external markets to meet domestic demand for 

these categories of goods, whether consumer or production related. 



In second place came imports of transport equipment, products of the chemical and related 

industries, base metals and articles thereof, and products of the vegetable kingdom, which 

together accounted for an average of approximately 22% of total merchandise imports. 

The remaining commodity groups represented around 27% of total imports and were distributed 

across a variety of goods with relatively lower importance. 

This structural distribution of imports reflects the limited capacity of domestic production to 

satisfy a significant share of internal demand, thereby increasing the degree of external exposure 

and dependence on foreign currency to finance both consumption and production needs. 

The following table presents a detailed breakdown of import values by commodity sections 

during the period (2022–2025). 
 

Value of Imports Classified by Commodity Sections 

During the Period (2022–2025) 
“Million USD”      

2025 2024 2023 2022 Commodity Categories 

6,006.9 5,004.1 3,791.3 2,793.4 Machinery, Electrical Equipment, and 
Audio/Radio Recording Devices 

4,517.9 4,799.6 5,320.3 5,845.6 Mineral Products 
3,693.2 3,324.2 2,392.0 1,918.8 Prepared Foodstuffs, Beverages, Vinegar, 

and Tobacco 
2,259.6 1,636.2 1,578.7 1,028.1 Transport Equipment 

1,864.4 1,566.7 1,460.3 1,190.0 Products of the Chemical and Related 
Industries 

1,534.0 1,181.6 1,095.5 879.3 Base Metals and Articles Thereof 

1,318.6 1,047.2 918.9 872.4 Products of the Vegetable Kingdom 

1,204.6 995.9 1,100.1 836.1 Plastics and Articles Thereof; Rubber and 
Articles Thereof 

1,052.5 1,015.7 1,050.9 862.0 Textiles and Textile Articles 

913.8 752.2 479.3 420.1 Natural or Cultured Pearls, Precious or 
Semi-Precious Stones, Precious Metals 
and Articles Thereof 

906.3 959.1 894.6 779.0 Live Animals and Animal Products 

808.1 944.3 988.6 750.7 Miscellaneous Goods and Products 

748.6 652.3 839.3 540.8 Articles of Stone, Plaster, Cement, Mica, 
Ceramics, and Glass 

411.2 318.7 352.6 287.0 Wood Pulp, Cellulosic Material, 
Paperboard and Wastepaper 



393.7 431.5 304.4 240.9 Optical, Photographic, Cinematographic, 
Measuring, and Medical Instruments 

268.7 182.8 173.0 155.0 Wood and Articles of Wood; Charcoal; 
Cork and Articles Thereof; Basket ware 

230.4 238.6 248.4 350.1 Animal or Vegetable Fats and Oils and 
Their Derivatives 

165.5 155.3 206.1 126.5 Footwear, Headgear, Umbrellas, Walking 
Sticks, and Riding Whips 

60.1 60.3 64.4 45.8 Raw Hides and Tanned Leather 

2.8 2.1 1.7 1.5 Arms and Ammunition; Parts and 
Accessories Thereof 

28,360.6 25,269.6 23,260.8 19,923.1 Total 
     Source: International Trade Statistics for Business Development (Trade Map).   
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Statistical Appendices 

1. Libya’s Foreign Trade During the Period (2022–2025) 

2. Value of Exports by Commodity Sections and Commodity Chapters During the 

Period 

 (2022–2025) 

3. Value of Imports by Commodity Sections and Commodity Chapters During the 

Period 

 (2022–2025) 

4. Relative Distribution of Intra-Trade with International Economic Groupings 

Including Libya During the Period (2022–2025) 

5. Relative Distribution of Intra-Trade with International Economic Groupings 

Excluding Libya During the Period (2022–2025) 




























































































































